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Spa troubleshooting for tripping breaker 
 
Use this procedure if the spa continually trips the breaker during operation. This is intended for use by 
spa service technicians only. 

Before beginning this procedure, ensure the GFCI circuit breaker is wired properly. We recommend 
using a Square D brand GFCI. 

Test for pump 1 or circulation pump 
and heater

Turn spa power OFF at the breaker and 
unplug all the accessories and pumps with 
the exception of pump one or the circulation 
pump.

Turn spa power ON at the breaker and 
press the temp button.

Either pump 1 will operate at low speed or 
the circulation pump will come on.

Did the 
breaker

trip?

Unplug pump one or 
the circulation pump.

Plug in any other pump 
on the same plug 

where pump 1 was.

Did the 
breaker

trip?

Test for heater

Let the spa run until the heater 
turns on (about 5 to 10 minutes).

Replace the pump 
that made the 
breaker trip.

Yes

No

Yes

No

Order replacement part

Yes Replace the 
heater.

No

Did the 
breaker

trip?

Test for other components

Plug in the rest of the components 
one at a time and run the spa.

Did the 
breaker

trip?

Yes Replace the 
component that make 

the breaker to trip. 

No

On some occasions, the breaker trips 
after 12 hours, so unplug all the 
accessories and extra pumps. Keep 
pump 1 and the heater connected and 
run for at least 24 hours.

Continue testing components 
one at a time while running 

the spa until the breaker 
trips.
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